
                   
                                                

TOWN OF GRANITE QUARRY 
TOWN COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
Monday, September 8, 2025 6:00 p.m. 

 

 
Present: Mayor Brittany Barnhardt, Mayor Pro Tem Doug Shelton; Council Member John Linker, Council 
Member Laurie Mack, Council Member Rich Luhrs  
Staff: Town Manager/Fire Chief Jason Hord; Town Clerk Aubrey Smith; Town Attorney Zachary Moretz; 
Police Chief Todd Taylor; Public Works Director Colton Fries; Office Assistant/Event Coordinator Debbie 
Loflin-Benge; Fire Captain Jonathan McCulloh; Fire Engineer Matthew Quales; Fire Engineer Christopher 
Paton; Firefighter Jason Ussery 
 
Call to Order: Mayor Barnhardt called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
Moment of Silence: Mayor Barnhardt led a moment of silence. 
Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Barnhardt. 
 
1. Approval of the Agenda 

Mayor Pro Tem Shelton stated he would like to add an item to set a date for a strategic meeting to discuss 
the town hall and an item to add commentary on the Resolution for Commitment to Civility. He agreed to 
the items being discussed during Council comments. 
 
ACTION: Council Member Luhrs made a motion to approve the agenda. Council Member Linker 
seconded the motion. The motion passed 4-0. 

 
2. Approval of the Consent Agenda 

A. Approval of the Minutes 
1) Regular Meeting August 11, 2025 
2) Closed Session August 11, 2025 (handout) 

B. Departmental Reports  
C. Financial Reports  
D. Advisory Board Appointments – Planning Board / BOA 
E. Resolution – Commitment to Civility 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Shelton gave kudos to staff for the department reports. He stated they were well prepared 
and very informative. 
 
ACTION: Mayor Pro Tem Shelton made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Council Member Luhrs 
seconded the motion. The motion passed 4-0. 
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3. Public Comments 
• Kendall Henderson, Rowan EDC Director of Business Services, provided an update on upcoming fall 

events including the Fall Job Fair being held on September 17th at the Rowan County Event Center. 
Mayor Barnhardt added that the Rowan Cabarrus Community College would be hosting a 
groundbreaking event on September 24th for the new truck driving school site. 

 
4. Town Manager’s Update 

Manager Hord shared highlights from the Town Manager’s report in the agenda packet including that the 
town had received the first payment from the funds pledged by F&M Bank toward the Civic Park 
Improvement project. The stream study for the Civic Park is underway; meetings with adjacent property 
owners will be happening in the near future. National Night Out was rained out in August and has been 
rescheduled for October 7th from 6-8pm at the Lake Park. The STPBG funding application for the sidewalk 
project was submitted and passed through both the TAC and the TCC. The County agreed to sell the first 
parcels in the Granite Industrial Park to Fortis. The Fire Department burned the house at the newly annexed 
property on 2640 Faith Road and conducted fire training. Manager Hord thanked the Council for allowing 
him to attend the first session of Leadership Rowan. The Rural Transformation grant application for the 
Downtown project was submitted today. 
 
Council Member Linker stated he saw on the Planning report that the six new addresses on Limestone 
Terrace were listed as Salisbury addresses. There was discussion surrounding the ongoing issue and the 
need for further legislative action. 
 
Manager Hord stated as a follow-up to the discussions at the Strategic Planning meeting, Finance Director 
Shockley drafted a budget amendment to move FEMA funds to use for the Centennial Park project. There 
was discussion on whether the revenue was expected and it was stated that it was not. The item will be 
discussed again at next month’s meeting. 
 
Manager Hord recognized newly promoted Fire Captain Jonathan McCulloh and Fire Engineer Matthew 
Quales. Both Fire Officers were pinned with their new badges. 

 
Old Business     None 
New Business 
 
5. Sponsorship Request   East Rowan High School FFA 

Mayor Barnhardt introduced the sponsorship request from East Rowan High School FFA. Manager Hord 
stated the $200 request could be fulfilled using the $150 remaining in the donations line and $50 from the 
office expenses line. There was consensus to move $50 from that line to donate the full $200. 
 
ACTION: Council Member Linker made a motion to approve the sponsorship request from East Rowan 
High School FFA for the amount of $200, $150 from the donations line and $50 from office expenses line. 
Mayor Pro Tem Shelton seconded the motion. The motion passed 4-0. 
 

6. Ordinance Amendment   Transformational Projects Grant Funds CPO 
A grant for $50,000 has been received from Farmers and Merchants Bank for the Civic Park improvements. 
The Capital Project Ordinance has been amended to reflect the funds. 
 
ACTION: Mayor Pro Tem Shelton made a motion to approve as presented (accept the $50,000 grant from 
the Farmers and Merchants Bank and amend Capital Project Ordinance 2023-01 to reflect the funds). 
Council Member Mack seconded the motion. The motion passed 4-0. 
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7. Proclamation    Fire Prevention Week 
Mayor Barnhardt recognized the proclamation for Fire Prevention Week on October 5-11, 2025. 

 
8. Council Comments  

• Mayor Pro Tem Shelton asked that a date be set for the strategic planning meeting specifically 
regarding town hall. There was consensus to hold the meeting November 10, 2025 at 5:00pm before 
the regularly scheduled meeting. Mayor Barnhardt asked that Council members send their vision for 
Town Hall to her for compilation.  

• Mayor Pro Tem Shelton stated that the Council had adopted a resolution and committed to sign a 
pledge for civility. He felt there needed to be discussion on what exactly that meant. To him, it was 
only formally adopting what the Council was already doing. Council Member Mack stated she learned 
during the training that the Council was already doing what was best practice. Council Member Luhrs 
stated he felt the same, that Granite Quarry Town Council was already doing the things they suggested 
by working well together and talking things out. Mayor Barnhardt stated that the council members 
show commitment and dedication to working together with the way everyone behaves. 
 

9. Announcements and Date Reminders  
A. Wednesday September 10  5:00 p.m. Centralina Executive Board 
B. Wednesday September 10  5:30 p.m. Community Appearance Commission 
C. Wednesday September 10  6:00 p.m. Events Committee 
D. Thursday September 11  3:30 p.m. EDC Board of Directors 
E. Friday   September 12  8:00 a.m. Government Affairs Meeting 
F. Saturday  September 13  4:00 p.m. Fish for Fun 
G. Wednesday  September 17    NC Mayors Association 
H. Thursday September 18    NC Mayors Association 
I. Thursday September 18  7:30 a.m. Power in Partnership 
J. Wednesday  September 24  5:30 p.m. CRMPO TAC  
K. Monday October 6  6:00 p.m. Planning Board  
L. Monday October 6  6:15 p.m. Board of Adjustment  
M. Tuesday October 7  6:00 p.m. National Night Out 
N. Wednesday October  8  5:00 P.m. Centralina Board of Delegates 
O. Wednesday October 8  5:30 p.m. Community Appearance Commission 
P. Wednesday  October 8  6:00 p.m.  Events Committee 
Q. Saturday October 11    Fiddlers Convention 
 

Adjournment 
ACTION: Council Member Linker made a motion to adjourn. Mayor Pro Tem Shelton seconded the motion. 
The motion passed with all in favor. The meeting ended at 6:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Aubrey Smith 
Town Clerk 
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